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CULTURE
Krabi cops
uncover
memorial
sculpture

ANCHALEE KONGRUT

Krabi police have found a 100 million
baht sculpture commemorating the
2004 tsunami they had forgotten they
were keeping, seven years after it was
quietly transferred from Bangkok.

The police came across two-piece
sculpture designed by a late world-
renowned French artist to commem-
orate the tsunami victims ahead of
planned renovation work at the station.
Pol Col Narong Laksanawimol, super-
intendent of Muang police in Krabi, on
Friday handed over the sculpture to Hat
Noppharat Thara-Mu Koh Phi Phi
National Park chief Prayoon Pongpan.

It was displayed there untilabout 11
years ago when it was moved to Bang-
kok for a brief exhibition amid com-
plaints by Krabi locals who had grown
attached to the work. The work is titled
Hold Me Close and depicts two pairs of
golden hands clasped together as well
asahand emerging from the sea waves.

The sculpture was moved back to
Krabi after the show in Bangkok. Its
value shot up following Bourgeois’
death on May 31, 2010, at the age of 98.
However, while it has been handed back
to the park, its head Mr Prayoon said
officials there do not know what to do
with it, as the original seaside display
point has been damaged by erosion.
Apart from that, its value would make
it a prime target for thieves. Relatives
of the late Bourgeois, who donated the
work, have also rejected a suggestion
by the Ministry of Culture that the origi-
nal be replicated so it can be displayed
without enticing thieves.

The sculpture was originally placed
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-
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Two sculptures made by the late French artist, Louise Bourgeois, are seen at a
police station in Krabi. The sculptures are part of ‘Hold Me Close’, an art installation
displayed at Noppharat Thara Beach in tambon Ao Nang to commemorate the 2004

tsunami. PENKAOKRABI: FACEBOOK PAGE

near Noppharat Thara Beach in tambon
Ao Nang of Muang district to com-
memorate the tragedy and quickly
became a tourist attraction. It was
moved to the Bangkok Art and Culture
Centre in 2010 amid criticism by Krabi
locals, who did not want to see it go,
and after its transfer to Krabi station for
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safekeeping — so safe the police them-
selves forgot itwas there — disappeared
from public view.

The park intends calling a meeting
in the next month to decide on its fate.
In the meantime it will be kept at its
office with security gaurds making sure
nothing untoward happens.
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